
en•dow verb » 1. to provide with a permanent fund or source of income.

ow that we’ve 
passed the 
halfway point 

of the year (and more 
likely because I had the 
opportunity to take some 
time off), I’ve spent some 
time reflecting on 2024 
thus far. I’m not a big one 
for making resolutions each 
January, but I do like to set 
a challenge and give myself 
something to wrestle with 
during the year. Perhaps my 
challenge for 2024 will resonate with you.

	 This year, I have challenged myself with 
the question, “What would it look like for me to 
grow in generosity?” Of course the immediate 
assumption, and possibly the easier answer, is 
to focus just on monetary generosity. Could I 
give more to my church, Covenant, and others? 
Could I be more ready and willing to respond 
to the many needs around me? Am I truly 
giving sacrificially, or only giving what feels 
manageable? As C.S. Lewis famously said, “If 
our charities do not at all pinch or hamper us, I 
should say they are too small.”  
 

	   But it can’t stop there, 
can it? We often talk about 
“time, talent, and treasure” 
but usually focus only on 
the treasure part. I am 
also wrestling with what 
it might look like for me to 
be more generous with my 
time and talents. What gifts, 
experience, knowledge, skills, 
or opportunities has God 
given me that I should be 
sharing with others? These 
questions are harder for me 

to answer, and if I’m honest, I may hold on tighter 
to my time and talent than I do to my treasure. 

	 If God truly owns everything, and if He has 
called me to be a steward of all the things He 
has entrusted to me, then I need to be ready to 
give it all back to Him. Rather than working so 
hard to establish patterns and limits that produce 
comfort and predictability for me, I need to 
hold my time, talent, and treasure with an open 
hand, and be ready to give more than I may be 
comfortable giving. 
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