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en•dow verb » 1. to provide with a permanent fund or source of income.

his past year has been 
incredibly full in the 
Erickson household. 
I experienced some 

medical issues that led to the 
removal of my gallbladder, I 
lost my mother unexpectedly, 
and Greta and I celebrated 
the weddings of two of our 
children…then promptly 
watched our son and his new 
wife move to Scotland.

	 The Greek philosopher Heraclitus said, “The only 
constant in life is change,” and we have certainly 
been living that reality. While many of the events 
in this past year have taken me by surprise, it is 
reassuring to know that none of them have taken 
our Heavenly Father by surprise. He knows the 
number of hairs on my head, and not a sparrow 
falls to the ground apart from His care (Matthew 
10:29-30). Through all the times of uncertainty, 
pain, loss, and joy, I have been so thankful for God’s 
faithfulness and provision.

	 Changes have come to the Covenant College 
Foundation as well – we are growing! The 
Foundation’s mission is to strengthen the college’s 
endowment and to serve the Covenant community 

by providing assistance in estate 
planning and planned giving. 
Those tasks have kept us busy 
through the years, and we have 
realized that in order to continue 
doing them well, we needed to 
add staff.

		 I am pleased to introduce you 
to David Welsh, our Assistant 
Director of Estate & Gift Design. 
David, a Lookout Mountain native 

and Covenant MEd graduate, comes to us after 
a career in teaching and educational leadership 
(including 15 years as the head of a school in 
Budapest, Hungary) and most recently after working 
in development with a local nonprofit. I am excited 
to have David join Karen Jones and me to round 
out our team at the Foundation. 

	 As we come to work each day to serve the 
Covenant community, we can move forward in 
faith and boldness, knowing that God goes before 
us. Amidst a turbulent sea of change, He is our 
strong and constant anchor.
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Planned Gifts Play Major Role  
in Successful Campaign
We recently concluded the successful IMPACT Campaign, raising over $30 
million to grow the college’s endowment and provide needed funds for student 
scholarships, facilities, and faculty. Estate and Planned Giving comprised over 
40% of the total raised and helped us exceed our goal of $30 million. 
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